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The Jackson Hinds Library System and the 

Jackson Friends of the Library have an-

nounced the 2008 schedule for APPLAUSE! 

Mississippi Writing at its 

Best. This season prom-

ises to deliver another 

roster of talented writers 

with Mississippi connec-

tions. 

The bright idea of two 

staffers at Welty Library, 

APPLAUSE! began as a 

way to showcase Mississippiõs abundant 

crop of talented writers and to give readers 

insight into the creative process. The series, 

which now begins its fifth season 

with an established and enthusiastic 

audience, has featured such authors 

as Ellen Douglas, Bill Minor, Nevada 

Barr, and Governor William Winter. In 

2006, APPLAUSE! was recognized by 

the Mississippi Library Association 

with its Public Relations Award. 

Over the 

years the 

series has 

changed 

and devel-

oped. òAt 

first we 

featured 

only fiction, 

but we 

have broad-

ened our scope now to include artists, pho-

tographers, journalists, political pundits, chil-

drenõs book authors and others,ó says Ruth 

Davis, Youth Services Supervisor at the 

Welty Library and Friends Board Member. 

òAnd in 2006 we added the Writersõ Festival, 

which features a panel of new or first-

published authors.ó 

 òI do think our series is unique,ó 

says Ruth. òMost libraries have an 

occasional program featuring an 

author, but I know of no other sys-

tem that presents a full ten-month 

series every year.ó 

Ruth has been 

involved with 

the program 

since its incep-

tion and con-

tinues to pro-

duce entertain-

ing and inspir-

ing programs 

each year. 

When asked about the difficulty 

of finding speakers for such a 

demanding schedule, she 

states that it has never been a 

problem and that no one has 

ever said òno.ó In fact, she re-

ceives inquiries from authors 

all over the 

country, but 

the require-

ments re-

main the 

same:  all 

speakers 

must be 

Mississippi-

born or cur-

rently living in the state. 

Ruth attributes the ongoing popularity of AP-

PLAUSE! to the fact that the format speaks to 
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book-lovers whether they write them or read them. 

òReaders want to know the ôhow and whyõ of the crea-

tive process and writers love the discussion and the 

feedback.ó 

(Continued from page 1) APPLAUSE! is scheduled for the fourth Thursday of each 

month (January - October) at noon in the meeting room 

of the Eudora Welty Library. The Friends serve light re-

freshments, but patrons are welcome to òbrown bagó as 

well. The APPLAUSE! schedule through May, 2008 is 

listed below. 

January 24 

 Dr. Darden North, obstetrician/gynecologist, makes a return appear-

ance to talk about his second novel, Points of Origin. He has done it 

again! You wonõt be able to put it down. 

February 28   

 Third Festival of Writers 

 J. Moffett Walker, a native of Edwards, has written three books:  Church Folk, Muh 

and The Powerful Web of Kinfolk. Her latest work is entitled The Mississippi I Love. 
 Nan Sugg is the author of numerous articles including some on child rearing and 

successful parenting skills. Erin and Katrina is one of eight childrenõs stories she 

has written and is the first to be published. 
 Luther Knight is the author of a self-published suspense thriller, The Tomato Patch, 

published through Author House, formerly 1st Books. His second book, a novel, 

Cache River, set in the 1950õs in Arkansas was released in 2005 by Publish Amer-

ica. He is a member of the Heartland Writerõs Guild of Missouri. 
 Jim Carruth is from Amory. His first novel The Gatlan Kids was published in 2004. 

The Last Debit Man came out in 2006. Jimõs current book is The Frisco Blue. 
 Turry Fluker & Phoenix Savage have collaborated on a number of projects, bringing 

historic presentations to Jackson. Their latest work is African Americans of Jackson 

(Images of America). 

March 27 

 Joe Lee is originally from Jackson and has a background in radio, 

television and journalism. He is a 1987 graduate of Mississippi 

State University with a degree in communications. He and his fam-

ily live in Brandon. Joe is the author of three books. His latest is 

Judgment Day.  

April 24 

 Sherry Pace, an outdoor freelance photographer, is the author of 

Victorian Houses of Mississippi. Included in her book are pictures 

of houses from the Mississippi Gulf Coast that are now gone or 

were severely damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Her second and 

most recent book, Historic Churches of Mississippi, was published 

in June of 2007. 

May 22 

 Miriam Weemsõ Mostly Mississippi is a beautiful collection of vi-

brant, happy paintings that are sure to brighten your home and your 

heart. Under each painting, the author tells who has purchased the 

painting, the significance to the owner and an explanation of the 

content. It is obvious that Weems brings much enthusiasm to each 

canvas. 
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Director Judy Antes presents flowers to the actors before the 

performance of òMinnie and Moo: The Case of the Missing  

Doughnut.ó 

Owl whispers òthe planó to the good witch as the other animals look 

on in the play òFried Feathers for Thanksgiving.ó 

The Jackson Friends of the Library is asking for your 

email address. Weõre making a list of book-lovers and 

library patrons that will be used to keep you up to date 

on the doings of the Friends and the Jackson/Hinds 

Library System. 

We promise that your email address will not be pub-

lished and will not be used by others. We will also be 

careful not to overload your mailbox! 

If youõre willing to share, please email your address to 

jfol24@gmail.com . 
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The Welty Players was formed during the 2007 Sum-

mer Reading Program at the Eudora Welty Library. Judy 

Antes, Youth Services Assistant , is the director. With 

her background in drama therapy, Judy knew the satis-

faction and pleasure, as well as the healthy outlet for 

expression, such a program could provide for children. 

Besides basic theater skills, participants learn about 

cooperation and trust. Some of the children who were 

the most reluctant to perform have become the most 

enthusiastic. The Welty Players started with eight 

school-aged children and has grown into a group of 

thirty. 

The first production of the Welty Players was òMinnie 

and Moo: The Case of the Missing Doughnut ó and the 

second was òFried Feathers for Thanksgiving.ó Both 

plays were adapted by Judy from books. The group 

hopes to work on an adaptation from Shakespeare this 

summer, so watch for further information. 

As might be expected, these productions donõt just 

happen and would not have been possible without the 

co-operation and support of the parents who donated 

their time and talents. They have helped with props, 

sets, and costumes, but more volunteers are needed 

to assist in these areas as well as to work behind the 

scenes at performances. 

The Welty Players meets each Wednesday at 3:30 pm 

in the meeting room at Eudora Welty Library. Students 

aged eight to fifteen are welcome to join by contacting 

the Youth Services Department, 601-968-5800.  


